METAMORPHOSES

"Of course 1" he exclaimed. "They had with-
drawn to the Sacred Mount, and that is a hill
which brings misfortune to all who climb it."

"In the army," I said, "in the course of the
revolution you have made, did you find more
good will and talent to begin with or later?"

"Later. To-day people have faith in it!"

"Did you anticipate this? Did you expect to
sit ten years or longer at this table?"

He made a whimsical grimace, rolling his eyes
as if to inspire fear, but laughing at the same
time to counteract the impression. Then he said,
in low tones, and assuming a playful air of
mystery:

"I came here in order to stay as long as
possible."
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